Congress of the @nited States
Washington, DE 20515

February 1, 2002

The Honorable George W. Bush
President of the United States

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Bush:

We are writing to express our support for the elimination of the current offset between mlhtary
retired pay and VA disability compensation, commonly known as concurrent receipt.

Under present law, service-disabled military retirees must surrender a portion of their retired pay
if they want to receive the disability compensation to which they are entitled. Congress enacted
this unjust law in 1891, and it affects approximately 500,000 disabled military retirees.
Military retirees are the only federal employees affected by the offset. For over 15 years,
Iegislation has been introduced in the House of Representatives to correct this long—standmg
inequity. The Retired Pay Restoration Act has received strong bipartisan support in Congress

with 378 cosponsers in the House and 75 cosponsors in the Senate.

The Fiscal Year 2002 National Defense Authorization Act (S. 1438) authorizes an end to this
unfair practice. However, this provision is contingent upon funding being provided. :
Consequently, we strongly urge you to include the appropriate language in your Fiscal Year 2003
budget request so that the brave men and women who served our nation can finally receive the

retired pay they earned.

Once again, our nation is calling upon the members of the U.S. Armed Forces to defend
democracy and freedom. We have no doubt that these brave men and women will rise to the
challenge. However, for those of them who have selected to make their career in the U.S.
military, they face an unknown risk. If they are injured, they will be forced to forego their earned
retired pay in order to receive their VA disability compensation. In effect, they will be paying for
their own disability benefits from their retirement checks.
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We have a unique opportunity this year to redress the unfair practice of requiring disabled
military retirees to fund their own disability compensation. It is time for us to show our
appreciation to the men and women who have sacrificed so much for our great nation.

We stand ready to work with you on this important matter.

Sincerely yours,
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